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On Rural Household Waste Disposal Practices From the
Visual Threshold of Polycentric Governance Theory

Based on First—tier investigation on 100 natural villages in Guangdong Province
LAI Ting—han, WU Wu-zhen, FANG Chen-yu, ZENG Jin—xia, CHEN Xuan
(Guangdong Polytechnic Normal University , Guangzhou Guangdong 510665)

Abstract: This study, based on a field investigation of household waste disposal of 100 natural villages in
Guangdong Province, covering 11 towns in 7 cities, summarizes problems of four levels: weak government leading,
insufficient social marketization, deficient community autonomy and inadequate action from villagers. Using the
polycentric governance theory which is currently popular in research of public product supply, the present study
explores to break through the present monocentric governance pattern, and construct a systematic polycentric
governance pattern lead by the government, with market participation, community autonomy and villagers positive
action. Also, it puts forward relevant countermeasures and suggestions concerning the problems of four levels
above.

Key words: rural household waste disposal; polycentric governance theory; institutional governance; market—

oriented operation; autonomic governance; autonomous action



